NOTES TAKEN AT DEVELOPMENT  CONSENT AUTHORITY HEARING, AT NOVOTEL ATRIUM IN DARWIN ON 5 JUNE 2015. Application to change zoning of Kulaluk lease Areas A and B, Lot 5182 between Fitzer Drive and Totem Road.
About 35 in attendance. No-one present from the leaseholders or Larrakia reps.

1.25pm Chairman Denis Burke opens the meeting. “Where is Dr Bill Day? I have read your submission (17pp) and found it interesting reading about the history of this lease.” The applicant has come back – wants to lift restrictions to allow a multiple of new uses. First off I will ask Adam Smith of Planit to speak. Then Chris from Darwin International Airport (DIA) and Wing Commander Wes Perritt from RAAF. 

AS: Seeking to add to permitted uses “a large format ... rationalise uses ... as for other SU areas at other end of runway ... not trying to intensify but to add complimentary uses”. Veterinary clinic, licensed club, places of worship, commercial, offices ... primary focus in medical centre. Blah blah...
ABC reporter arrives.

DB: “To summarise, you want the same playing field as others already have.

AS: (on cue) We are trying to even it up with other SUs blocks around the airport eg Berrimah Industrial Village at eastern end.

DB: Provided buildings are below the height restrictions, the proposal falls within the Department’s guidelines.

Chris: (for DIA) The Dept has restrictions on height, but there are other considerations. For 50 years development restricted at both ends of runways. Then began to be eaten away. Berrimah Business Park broken into little lots. Before McDonalds there was nothing at this side (western end).
Public chorus: “McDonalds should never have been allowed to build there.”

Chris: DIA as (privatised) economic entity needs to be protected. If more people in flightpath there will be an increasing anti-noise lobby. Airport has 5% growth p/a and will increase with increasing US involvement. Activities like Operation Pitch Black will be extending to 6 months of year, higher tempo vs intensifying people activity in flightpath. Noise equal to chainsaw.

DB: DIA has a master plan fo land around airport. Is it fair to say that you are a competitor (with Planit)? The Berrimah Business Park is no different to this application.

Chris: Dept Defence expect more military activity around October. Anything that puts more people in noise corridor is not good. Our building is to the side of runway. 12 -15 fighter jets taking off – had to suspend our meeting.
Wing Commander: Concerned with maintaining the viability of RAAF base. Development adjacent to RAAF base, civilian aircraft. Concerned that zoning amendments will allow place of worship, vet clinic, difficult to attain suitable noise proof design of buildings. Box manoeuvres for landing large number of aircraft involves multiple approaches... we have tried to minimise impact. Use of airport expanding ... could be up to 700 US Marines. Mitigate impact by “straight end landing approaches” 

Results of monitoring Pitch Black noise levels. 600 incidents of over 80 decibels

DB: (typical Burke-ism) Everyone knows the whole of Darwin is affected by noise levels during exercises.

BD: Could I ask Chris from DIA what is the difference between Berrimah Industrial Park and this proposal for Lot 5182?

Chris: Berrimah Business Park is 2 kilometres from the end of the runway at the eastern end. This proposal is only one kilometre from the western end of the runway.
DB: (more Burke-isms) You’d have to close the golf course and the clubhouse. At Marrara the jet noise just about knocks you off your seat.

Chris: Regarding Bunnings and other developments used as examples by Planit, there is a lot of difference between being on the side of the flightpath and under the flightpath.

PT: Can I table these documents showing the health effects of noise levels. Decibel level causes various detrimental health effects too.

DB: Allows PT to speak - “But you wouldn’t be trying to stop defence exercises would you?”

F vS: I was at Parap School, children singing, couldn’t hear them. If animals had a nervous disposition, coming to a vet under flightpath could make their condition worse. I have seen green belts in cities around the world, need this area for green belt.
DB: No one in this room would disagree with you but the horse has bolted, already rezoned by govts.

GK: Today is World Environment Day. The zoning was changed by the flick of a pen, can be changed back by the flick of a pen. This area is used by red tailed black cockatoos, a Larrakia totem. Can you tell me if an Environment Impact Statement has ever been done on this land?

DB: “I don’t know.”

GK: Comparing Bunnings is like comparing apples with oranges. Bunnings is to the side of flightpath. Even today there are a great number of Aborigines who use this land, where are they to go? Is it the view of this authority that we don’t have to consider World Environment Day? We don’t have to consider the Aboriginal viewpoint?

LT: I live in Runge Street. There is endless noise from units around us, we don’t want to lose the open spaces, traffic makes it hard to get onto Dick Ward Drive, don’t want more congestion on Dick Ward Drive.
DB: (a classic Burke-ism) More traffic lights on Bagot Road and Dick Ward Drive might make it safer.

MC: This hearing can make a report or a recommendation. 

DB: It is possible to make a recommendation, but we are to report on the hearing, full stop. There have been appeals when we make recommendations outside our brief.

MC: I don’t think anyone would think this application will improve their amenities as Planit says. 

Not enough has been said about safety, not just noise. Military aircraft could be carrying munitions. The proposed subdivision street lights could cause confusion for pilots not familiar with airport. We have to ask why these proposed people-based uses were excluded when the block was rezoned. Is it because the proponents have since heard about concessions made at the eastern end of the runway. If unlucky enough to have an accident, the results would be disastrous.

DB: Have you made submissions against Berrimah Business Park in the past? You are just splitting hairs aren’t you?

MC: The green belt is important. People don’t want more traffic lights on Dick Ward Drive. It is designed to be a fast-flowing arterial road. 
DB: I agree. What if they take off the table a licensed club, place of worship, restaurant? (ambit claim?)

MC: A medical clinic will have people waiting around in flightpath. I don’t have any sympathy with a developer who changes plans half way through process. There is still the lighting along the road running horizontal to runway. Flooding problems after fill dumped on Area B.
DB: I have a letter from Department of Infrastructure saying that the development is consistent with guidelines (searches for letter – not found).

Wing Commander: CAASA has strict requirements re lighting within 6km of runway. Defence has adopted CAASA regs. Re carrying ordinance, pilots are used to flying over built up areas.

MC: Reads from letter from Parliamentary Secretary for Minister for Defence Kevin Andrews restricting developments to “limited industrial activities”.
GT: To whom is that letter addressed?

MC: Dr Bill Day.

GT (DCA): Has that letter ever been submitted, can we have a copy?

BD: Can I ask a question to the Wing Commander? What is the difference in navigation aids between the eastern end of the runway and the western (seaward) end? Isn’t it true that at the eastern end there is installed an “Instrument Landing System” that controls horizontal and lateral movement of aircraft, allowing for automatic pilot landings, and that there is no such system at the western end, making the eastern Berrimah approach much safer than the Bagot Road approach?

Wing Commander and DIA: Don’t know.

BD: What hope can we have for the defence of our country then? I have seen it for myself and it was explained to me by an aircraft spotter. Not sure if it is because of costs or radiation, but Instrument Landing System array is only installed at eastern end.
 Wing Commander: The aircraft come in lower over the sea. The approach is higher at the eastern end.

Darryl: Impassioned speech about the significance of International Airport and Defence Base and Darwin’s strategic place in the world. Comments on Darwin City Council submission.
RP: speaks for Ludmilla residents and how they are effected by aircraft noise.

DB: These are historical problems. For 6 months they come in from Berrimah and for 6 months from the other end. It is not really a problem, it is a nuisance.
Wing Commander: We try to do a “straight in” approach but with a large number of jets we use the box manoeuvre that may resulting in flying over houses. It allows for rapid successive landings. The alternative is to risk airplanes running low on fuel. 

RP: Occasionally civilian aircraft fly over houses too.

AMG:  I run a business from Ludmilla. It is sometimes difficult with the noise levels, I can’t imagine a business operating directly under the flightpath.

DB: How about the Berrimah Business Park? Companies make their own commercial decisions. Thank you for coming and making your views known.

VK: (emotionally) “We are sick of it. This has been going on for the last 6 years at least. 

HL: It is leased land. How can they change the purposes.

G: Why can’t they move the airport and build a new one with the money from selling the old one?

DB: Over the years it has been various ministers who have supported development of this lease. The horse has bolted.
BD: And that is why there will never be an inquiry, both CLP and Labor is involved, and many others. The only way we are going to get answers is through the courts.

Hearing closes. 3pm
